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has often been traceable in the criticisms passed on him
by Christians from whom one might have expected more
charity. But the fact was that this man, who spoke with
reverence of Jesus, and was hailed by a few as a better
follower of Christ than any who bore his name, simply
did not fit into any existing groove in Christian thought.
Certainly, had he used such language regarding the Viceroy
or the ruling class as Jesus used when speaking of Herod
and the Scribes and Pharisees, most English Christians
would have been scandalised. But they would at least have
understood, and a few would even have sympathised. Had
he resorted to "shock tactics" like Jesus in the Temple,
there would have been the same result. But those who
(by implication) rejected the Revolutionary Christ, though
the texts are sufficiently clear for what they are worth,
could still be sticklers on a text when it suited them. And
the text that suited most leading Christian pacifists that I
knew, during the last twenty years was that in which
Jesus told us to go two miles with the man who compels
us to go one.
The position, while India was still a subject country,
was a little curious. There were, for the English pacifist,
two problems. Firstly, since India was held down by
force (in which the Christian pacifist did not believe and
in which he was not prepared to participate) there was the
question as to what he should do himself. As a citizen he
shared responsibility for what his country was doing, and
clearly had an inescapable responsibility with regard to it.
It was a curious fact, however, that for many years most
Christian pacifists in Britain appeared to be much more
concerned with what Mahatraa Gandhi ought to do than
with what they should da themselves. I say this with
shame, for it is one of my most painful memories of those
eventful years. Again and again the question of our res-
ponsibility was laid aside to discuss the 'un-Christian' and
'unpacifist' character of civil disobedienie and non-coopera-
ti6n in India, And the verdict was nearly always the same
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